








THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA V. THE NEW GENERATION 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: 


ETHNICITY: 

AGE AT THE TIME. OF 
ARREST: 

COUNTY OF TRIAL: 


CHARGES ALLEGED: 


PLEA: 
INFORMANT USED: 


EYEWITNESS TESTIMONY: 


FORENSIC EVIDENCE: 
DEFENSE PRESENTED: 


(CASE SUMMARY 


PAPYRUSCOLLECTIVE 


CSP-SANQUENTIN, EAST BLOCK. 
SANQUENTIN.CA 94974 


BLACK (36.158), WHITE 65559), HISPANIC (2.928) OTHER 


(5.46%) 


UNDER 2029 


LOS ANGELES (3:8), RIVERSIDE (108), ORANGE (69), 
HUMBOLDT (79). NAPA (27%), MARIN (14%) 


CALIFORNIA PENAL CODE SEC. 190.2(0)(17) 5 (22), MURDER 
WHILE ENGAGED IN OR AN ACCOMPLICE TO: 
ROBBERY. KIDNAPPING, BURGLARY, CARJACKING, OR 
CRIMINAL STREET GANG ACTMITY. 

NOT GUILTY. 

COUNTY JAIL AND STATE PRISON CONFIDENTIAL 
INFORMANTS, 

OFTEN COERCED WITH THREATS OF PROSECUTION 
AND REMOVAL OF CHILDREN. 

INCONCLUSIVE WHEN DETERMINING INNOCENCE. 


MINIMAL INVESTIGATION AND EXPERT WITNESS: 
TESTIMONY FINANCIALLY LIMITED: 


The crimes listed above are what one New Generation writer referred to as “STREET LEVEL" crimes. 
Crimes Бат out of poverty and systemic lack of education and opportunity that inner-city neighborhoods have been 


consistently denied, which are most likely to be committed by young men — young gang members of color 


Of the 36 SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES punishable by death in California, those mast often 
committed by gang members — robbery, home invasion, and carjacking — do not require there be an intent to commit 
murder under the Felony Murder Rule of § 190.2217) Neither до they require the individual to be the actual killer 
Under § 1 90.2(3)(22), a gang member who is not the killer but instead aids, abets, counsels ... with reckless indifference 


can be sentenced to death. 


Such laws loosely interpreted and narrowly applied begs the question, why?, and should be considered before 


any more young men are sacrificed 
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The Papyrus Collective (Рарсо) is з growing body of organized Death Row and incarcerated writers, artists, 
and their friends and family, and the network of prisoner activist groups in and outside of prison who are adding their 
voices to the push for change 

Our WRITE OR DIE. МОР) zine project, and its @Golgotha series of interviews, chronicles the life 
experiences of and engages in conversation with the New Generation (NG) of Death Row prisoners who have become 
the face of California's dysfunctional criminal justice system since the expansion of the death eligible Special 
Circumstances list From 16 to 36. 

Promoting awareness of how "tough on crime" laws affect the new 21st century political prisoner involves joint 
collaborations with social media venues, activist networks, and prisoners nationwide, who share ['apco's vision of creating, 
change through empowering voices in order to spread the word. The prison-based МОО tine provides just such a 
medium, led by conscious-minded grassroots self-publishing, and distribution techniques to connect people with ideas 


and to encourage them to positive action 


In California there are many problems associated with capital punishment, with judicial Fallibilities and wrongful 
convictions becoming more evident. However, those who believe California's 730+ Death Row inmates are society's 
most heinous, cruel, and irredeemable serial killers — the worst of the worst — should consider that: 


« The Death Penalty inordinately affects communities of poverty and color, and the imposition of the 
death sentence varies greatly from county to county 

« The expanded lat of Special Circumstances targets a specific group of individuals by making Street 
Level poverty crimes general to their communities death eligible, without requiring, the same legal 
standard to convict as other Special Circumstances 

« 45% of documented wrongful convictions were obtained through false criminal informant testimony, 
making, criminal informants the leading cause of wrongful convictions in capital cases in the United 
States 


to name a few inconsistencies. 


So what else is new though, right? Гарсо isn't about making excuses Кос йз members or the NGs here. We are 

about describing and articulating for the public the realities we Face before and after we came to Death Row. For 

through perspective comes understanding, and we hope to provide our readers and ourselves with litle bit of both 
The accused — innocent or gullty Thais OUR voice. ОЦК point of view 

WRITE OR DIE! 
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Гео : betweenthebars org/groups/papsruscollective 

General Coordinator 
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Write or Die: Behind the Zine, with Anthony Rayson 
Comments / Questions 


3) 9: What's your plans for 2013? Do you intend to keep the 
litro in operation? 

itis in part accredited to you that WOD is in its #3 edition 
pow und even as WOD begins to branch online and explore 
new ideas, venues, and options, we're also our 
collective efforts to promote the work you do through your 
distro - encouraging a NEW GENERATION of prison authors. 


Auswer: Well, Lbave indeed retired from my wage-slave job, after 38 
straight years. December jist was my last day. So, 1 will not have he 








So, ' trying to sort through this massive amount of publications 
Сер them, taking sock of what 1 have, what 1 vant to содае to 
listo, work up new publications, continue to provide zines to the torrent 
of oarushing requests and figure out how Га, going to switch gears and 
develop alternative funding sources to keep tis vital service going, 

| have an appointment with Ше librarians а DePaul University o 
update шу collection on February ой. 1 really havea't seat mew ines 
19 them, since 2008, Also, I need to figure out what to put a а 0:3 
адор whether to ask for money or postage, Шай the amount of 
Sater poner cn печ, et Tim ooking for etai indus o 
‘ep up and provide genuine donations. [doo want tory to get strips: 
attached grants, 501(¢) status ога bank aceouat for this dato, That ш 
‘wore trouble than it is worth. Doing things this way i difficult but 1 
refuse to have any kinds of strings atached to this work, nor ашу 
[уеге or corporate involvement, which ш the antithesis of my 
beliefs, 1 doit this way tory to help teach people that alternative ways of 
doiag things are possible. People power is posible, but it needs раса 
lo gt off Ше dime to make it happen. You can't expect one person te do 
aae work and also pay for everthing, аа challenge to people. If 
{hey can't or won't help me help them and others, thea it may be band to 
continue this service, Tm cautiously optimistic that a couple of brothers 
3n particular, wil follow through with their pledge to Бар me fied this 

On January 45, our son and bis wife had a baby boy bo they 
Вашей Lincoln. This ie our бги grandchild, so that bg ehaes this 
Jar. 1 hope todo more traveling to do presentations, pardcipate ш 
‘conferences, meetings ation, ete. Tm heavily involved жа 
work ia my area asthe Outreach Coordinator for STAND (Shut Тыш 
[гоп Nightmare Down) which 1 co-founded in 1998. We're menaced 
by the possibility of eminent domain and quick tae by tbe Башкир 
state of воі for this unneeded airport and now, a private, forige- 
элей toll road. Also, ICE, CCA and the nearby cy of Joliet ae stalks 
стене an unwanted Immigration Prsoo. There's lat of ongoing 
struggles dass struggles, anti-war work, ant-prisoa advocacy уой 
‘name itt Hopefully, 1 won't have to get a part-time job. Weller 














"What must we do in order to support this medium - 
БО аа in perde MC ео, 


[sit the Funding as noted above, postage, resources? Is И lack 
Пэт бешке La) 
What are your thoughts on this? 


1 1 definitely have a new respect for the work you do through 
your distro since you've started publishing the WOD series. 

Seeing how much is invested in the printing & distribution of 
Just one zine has made us extremely grateful for that support, 


‘Answer: I think WOD and other people who realize how transforming, 
zines are, particularly for prisoners, need to rethink everything they 
think others feel about them. Look. It is all about the "ideas" in these 
ines it is not about slick color covers, fancy, computer-tenerated. 
graphics and glossy pages. It is about direct, one-to-one educatioh. 
Going online, doing “e-zines” and buying into all this byper-technology is 
bad move. This is low tech - easy to do. It is relatively cheap. нз 
eat way to get explosive ideas into the hands of indigent, lumpen 
risoners, who are starving for empowering education. Why more 
People aren't doing this and opting for “smart” phones, texting and all 
that zombie stuff, i very infuriating to me. Yeah, you can google 
‘zing аве а “aca bot al iei realy vor of dng hat 
they have given up on being a aman being. Are we 
кто regu hogan dene ovine e 
thrillingly written all new truth and reality? Make no mistake. The 
written word is potentially the most impacting of all cultural mediums, 
“Dying medium?" Who says? Prisoner zines are an exploding 
medium! "Lack of innovation?" What is meant by this? Газ thrilled by 
zines and I'm not easily impressed, I'm bored to death by the computer, 
movies, the idiot box, ete. People are во plugged into this rotting society, 
that even in prison, they can't think outside the box - even while they. 





„Аз for helping me, people can Бер fund my work, ask how 1 can help. 
them do similar work, ask family, fiends and radical student groups to 
help defray costs of printing and mailing - and get real, not virtual! 








California Death Row 
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Rayson on November 29th, 2013 
by South Chicago ABC Zine Distro 











6.) Q: Upon release of our zine series last year, you advised 
that it was getting а lot of good feedback. Can you give me an 
idea of the number of prisoners who have requested WOD, and 
where It might be circulating to date? 


Answer: Lwritea lot of letters to prisoners. Гуе developed a cose and 
{rusting relationship wth several particularly active prisoners and we 
have extensive discussions, Ма these letters. Можу, these are men whe 
We worked with on ines. Astute mes, knowledgeable men, who make 
sure they keep up wit ll the latest zines and other real thisking going 
‘ona this word today. They re the ones who hip me about WOD. They 
tel others to get It, Once а prisoner gets be or sbe shares i wit 
others at that particular gulag. Thea they vant their own copy. Then 
again, prisoners from other prisons write and say so-and-so from 
another gulag told them to ask me for WOD. Some prisoners lst their 
favorite zines in a piece they wrote and might list ав one of their 
favorites, Some ask how they can contact the writers of WOD. 











1 think Гуе reprinted #1 four times and #2 three times. So, that is 200 
зай 150 copies, у. T have maybe 20 of each lef. So, soon, ГЇ 
ave to reprint more of each, not to mention the upcoming #3. 

Oa December 1504. 1 did a presentation atthe College of Complexes - 
"re Playground for People Who Think!” It was about the free scbool 
education that 1 do. wrote а 4-paged introduction and bad the. 
Testimony of 29 prisoners as to why zines are so important to them. 1 

shed ıt by giving а quick bistory lesson about Ње free school 
educators of yesteryeat who inspired me, quoted them, ete. 

Coyote Sheff, a prolific anarchist prisoner writer, who is beloved by 
prisoners everywhere, wrote some powerful stuff for my presentation, 
He wrote two essays and а poem, He mentioned МО as one of eight 
zines prisoners should lay their hands on. That's a pretty good company 
you guys are keeping! It's all over the country, mostly in California, 
Coyote also wants to write for WOD, as you know. Гуе sent it to zine 
reviewers, like “Show Me the Money" and it received a positive review. It 
takes while for zines like this to gain "legs But, Г say, with your 
social media component and the pro-active work you do promoting it in 
Sour circles, itia being sort of fast-tracked, more so than other good zines 
ho don't have these other avenues of outreach. So, yeah, people are 
getting bip to it and asking for i 

















72 ©: You've been a political activist for a long time? A "fierce 
free-thinker", but it wasn't until the mid-90's that you found 
yourself a serious anarchist, right? How did that lead you to 
АВС and starting your own distro? 


Answer: Well 1 was quite active as a high school kid. After all, it was the 
“e's” and things were popping all over. 1 went to demos since 1 was 
maybe ten, and continued to be quite active until my mid-twenties. But, 
«дол really hooked up with any organization that 1 felt comfortable 
with and | really had no say in how things were organized, who spoke at 
Talis, wasnt doing serious argument crafting, sitting in planning. 
meetings, ete. 1 did, however, write my first zine at age twenty ín 1974. 

But, | was stl a kid basically, who hadn't learned much, hadn't 
experienced much, and was peripheral to events. Once Vietnam wound 
down, и seemed that the air had been taken ош of tbe resistance balloon. 
Tuas sort of dejected and focused on my private е - finding a mate, 
having a job, paying for a place to live, ec. 

Tn the early 1990 s, 1 read a powerful interview with Noel lgnatiev in 
Progressive magazine and this catapulted me into hooking up with the 
sioe underground and the anarchist underground. By this time, 
become a serious writer of essays - an anarchist polemicist. 1 wrote a 

‘entitled Thought Bombs which I looked to have people read and 
Collaborate with. More and more, the more astute responses were 
coming from prisoners, о 1 gravitated to prisoner support as my form of. 
anarchist expression and agitation. AK Press was now up and running 
ad many great books were being published about anarchist history and 
ABC. 1 contacted ABC groups in the US. and Canada - ABCF groups at 





























that time. 1 liked thelr work, but dida't want to commit to their agenda 
{saw that 1 could create an autonomous ABC and fila great need 


So 1 adapted the den ofa tine dto to Кешш o is oo ЕТ 
SoS н roe sant ee ews 
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can be adapted as 
start a heavy-duty Ip 
см and empower prisoners and myself and others. It ft perfects 
ith basic anarchist tenets such as mutual aid, prison abolitic cod 
solidarity. Its from the underground up, not top down, It recone, 








and lasting, written analysis, history, literature, ete. We. Jo create 
Reip mem mere reece 
depot tbe people is thinking and doing ia rea ne focusing ea 
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New Generation Rising 
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South Chicago ABC Zine Оно 
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